
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Belling the Cat 
An Aesop Fable 

 
 

Once upon a time, all the mice met together to discuss  
 

how to secure themselves against the attack of  their enemy, the Cat. 
 

They wanted to find a way to know when the Cat was coming,  
 

so they have time to run away. 
 

Many plans were discussed but none of  them was good enough. 
 

At last, a very young Mouse got up and said: 

“If  we hang a bell around the Cat's neck,  
 

when we hear the bell ringing, we will know that our enemy is coming.” 

All the Mice were impressed, but an old Mouse arose and said: 

“The plan is very good, but who will bell the Cat?” 
 

Some things are easier said than done. 
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